Displacement (entral

Celebrity guests and amazing cars make the M-100 Group's annual meeting
essential date for the diary, writes Reed Hitchcock

hen | omended my fisst

International M-100 Lode Sear Fest

two years ago, [ thought it was the

best car chub event I'd ever been to,

These guys put on quite & show = lnmstic cars,

gremt food. and they actually ke the dme ©

members about the  glorious

machinery assembled, in pan 1o armet atendees,

bu inly to ensure that owners continue 1o

properly leed and care for these most remarkable
Mens from the 19605 and 19705,

Last year’s event was even better It incorpormazed
all the sume elements from the previous yeus, bur
with the added benefic of having one of my
personal idols — none other than Mercedes and
BMW design legend Paul Bracq — the man single-
haneedly responsible for the design of the 600, the
Fapodda, and a host of ether sutomative shapes that
we are all very lumiliar with. What could top ths?

In a nushell, the 2005 Lode Star Fest tops
them all. To star, the event this year was held in
Charleston, South  Carolina, hosted by Axel

g?rmm and his excellent wam at Sar Moror

edugaie  the

Service, Axels falives are fstmac and an
exrellent venue for technical seszlons ranging in
lsmpc From wood restoration o hydrulic system

service, leather rejuvenation, and the rechnology
behind air suspensions. As a relatively ecent
M-100 ewmer mysell, | learned how some of the
simplest preventive maintenance can avold repair
bills in the thousands of dollars, ane | can tell you
that upon retuming home | immediarely added
denatured alcohol to my cleardy neglecred i
Suspension system.

Buz it was berrer than cechnical sessions and
temific suroundings. Not only did Paul Bracg
retum because he enjoyed last year's even

0
much, but the somctimes rencgade cngineer who
essenrially fathered the 3005EL 6.3 - FErich

“MOST INTERESTING WAS THE
SEMI-SECRET DEVELOPMENT OF
THE 300SEL 6.3"

Wienberger

seaside counmry club thar looked 1o have been

palbed smight out of a Hemingway novel, Braicyg

pronicled the specific details of design he had
had the time 1o include in List year's presentation,

came with him. Over diiner ar a

showing slide upon slide of his Mer
concepes. both class

new. v
recently commissioned Benzoaing
Wiwenberger talked abour what he la

namely the ex

sive research ond de

that went ivo the M-100 motor, how |

weam maximised the power the mos
without sacrificing driveability, and the
hoops he bad wo jump o
Most

dhevelopenent of

interesting
the M0
Listening to them both, you corain
impression tha
mechanisms ha
ol the automotive development process

In the e
down w the cars.

sermisseene

modem controls and

n somie-of the o

. however, it alvays oo
The 2005 event

over 30 M-100 cars of all types — 600,
6.9 - In

adition w onc-olls inchudn
arl Midd
no, which won the Paul Bo

crk hotrod and &

award due tw the sheer courage it ok
the car The question now, is how will |
Fest 2006 top this? Just for starters, i
hasged by the new Mevedes-Benz Classi
USA, in Indne, Califomia. Roll on 20061




